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This workshop is open to anyone interested in learning about the wonderful repertoire of the 
medieval period, particularly from the 14th century, a high point in musical achievement. 

Singers, recorder players, lutenists, viola da gamba players and players of other early 
instruments are very welcome, as well as players of modern instruments. Pitch will be A440. 

Ruth Wilkinson is a recorder, viol, and violone player and over her varied career has 
performed extensively throughout Australia, New Zealand, Asia and Europe. She has a diverse 
discography of recordings which document her musical life from the 12th to the 21st century.   

Over many years, beginning with the baroque trio Capella Corelli and the medieval ensemble 
La Romanesca, Ruth has contributed to many of Australia’s fine early music ensembles, 
notably Ludovico’s Band, the viol ensemble Consortium, The Recorder Co-op and Trio Avium.  
She is also in demand for workshops and baroque orchestral playing. 

Ruth has a particular interest in the performance of medieval music which she fostered as a 
member of the ensemble La Romanesca, whose contribution over many years to medieval 
music performance in Australia has been highly praised. Now she is codirector of a medieval 
ensemble at the University of Melbourne encouraging and inspiring a new generation of young 
musicians to explore an astonishing repertoire of music from the 12th – 15th centuries. She has 
taught early music for many years at the University of Melbourne. 

The workshop will include a lecture by medieval musicologist, John Stinson. 

John Stinson taught medieval musicology at ANU, the University of Canberra, La Trobe 
University, and ACU and is currently Associate Research Fellow at the University of New 
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England. He was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in 2010 for services to medieval 
music and the Chancellor's Medal at the University of New England for outstanding doctoral 
research.  

In 1983, in collaboration with John Griffiths from the University of Melbourne, he embarked on 
a project to record a “representative sample” of the music of the 14th century.  These 
recordings are available on Move records. In 1994, he launched the Medieval Music Database, 
the first (and still the only) online database of the music of the long fourteenth century (1290-
1436,) recently revised to 130,000 works, available at MMDB.com.au.  

His recent publication, Angels in Florentine Iconography and Trecento Musical Performance, 
Geog Olms Verlag, Baden-Baden, 2024, examines the debate between musicologists and art 
historians on whether angels holding musical instruments in fourteenth century paintings 
were symbols or real performers. His most recent publication is A Chronological Inventory of 
Trecento Musical Instruments from Pictures and Documents, Academia.com, 2024. 
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